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The First Amendment's right to freedom of expression is only enforceable if people have a way to
challenge suppression of expression when it happens. While people outside of prison can
challenge the government in a variety of ways, people inside prison can only do so in one way:
filing an appeal. Appeals are internal to prison systems paperwork that fulfills the state’s obligation
to provide a way for imprisoned people “to petition the Government for a redress of grievances” as
required by the First Amendment. But looking at the rate of appeals and the rate at which appeals
overturn censorship decisions in prisons reveals this process is rubber stamping carceral
censorship, rather than providing a valid method for challenging censorship.

In this conversation, formerly incarcerated author Stevie Wilson and Dr. Moira Marquis, scholar of
carceral censorship, will discuss the ways the appeals system functions to further the suppression
of expression for people in prisons and jails.
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