
Virtual talk with Hannah Alpert-Abrams
Wednesday, April 8, 1:00-2:30 
Registration link: https://tinyurl.com/3w9vybzv

This is not another AI talk. This is a talk about libraries, about technology, 
and about revenge. 

In the early twentieth century, a now-archaic camera technology swept the library world, with promises of cheaply 

and rapidly democratizing access to knowledge. But with the introduction of the Photostat Machine came new 

questions about who was responsible for stewarding and disseminating knowledge, and what obligations came with 

that responsibility. In this talk, we will put agentic AI in its place by situating it alongside other transformative library

technologies like the Photostat. We will consider how these tools can help librarians achieve their missions in new 

ways, and also how systems of power and influence shape the impact that new technologies have on the 

communities that use them. And we will talk about what to do when technologies are used to achieve external goals, 

like the consolidation of wealth and power, at the expense of the work we are here to do.

Hannah Alpert-Abrams is a justice-oriented worker dedicated to education, cultural heritage, and public knowledge. 
Find out more about their work towards a better future for the humanities on their website https://halperta.com/. 

Technology and Libraries: A 
Reckoning

This event is brought to you by the Primary Praxis: Experiential Research in Special 
Collections and Archives working group (HF14) and is sponsored by the Central New 
York Humanities Corridor from an award by the Mellon Foundation. 
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