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The CNY Humanities Corridor working group “Upstate South Asias: Citizenship, Comparison, and Equity” began in

2023 as a way of joining Syracuse University’s South Asia Center and the NY6 Liberal Arts Consortium
to explore ways of building a more robust ecosystem for South Asia’s study in Upstate New York--by coordinating
teaching, research, language, and study abroad--that addresses challenges to democratic institutions.

Dramatic changes last year at the Department of Education collapsed the familiar area studies infrastructure
presumed by our working group, subsequently requiring new collaborative frameworks beyond our original federal
center/neighboring colleges model. In June, the previous National Resource Center Grant/Foreign Language and
Area Studies Fellowship model, which had for decades supported both the “supply” and “demand” for international
and foreign language education, was replaced by a Centers Aligned with Areas of National Need Grant/Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Program model, both of which share a priority on “returning education to the
states.”

Our working group’s September 2026 symposium “Global Citizenship from the Rust Belt: Education, Labor, and
South Asia,” hosted at the University of Rochester’s Humanities Center, situates Upstate NY schools alongside allies
in other Rust Belt regions—particularly Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan—to rethink how the study of South Asia
can flourish in a changing federal environment while challenges to higher education continue to develop. The
symposium invites participants to explore how themes of global citizenship forged through the historical movements
of people and ideas between South Asia and the Rust Belt, driven by concerns with education and labor, could
provide generative regional connections and propel different institutional imaginaries of what the future of area
studies infrastructure could be.

Keynote Address
“Fighting Caste, Gender, and Sexuality: Engaging Dr. B.R. Ambedkar for Radical Humanist Global Futures”

Shailaja Paik
Charles Phelps Taft Distinguished Research Professor of History, University of Cincinnati
2024 MacArthur Foundation "Genius" Fellow

Panel participants will include national and regional figures at the important crossroads of the academic and the
administrative, including Dr. Emily Rook-Koepsel, Executive Director of the American Institute of Indian
Studies based in the Rust Belt at the University of Pittsburgh, and Dr. Peter Simons, Project Manager of the NY6
Liberal Arts Consortium, who will be discussing some of the elements at the intersection of area studies and the Rust
Belt in his recent book Global Heartland: Cultivating the American Century on the Midwestern Farm (UMinnP 2025).

If you are interested in participating—whether as a panelist, discussant, or attendee—please register here
by Monday, August 3rd,

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss a possible presentation, please email Dr. Matt Baxter:
mhbaxter@syr.edu.
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